k1et li, Ngai dumg ¢ ngoai thanh, trong rimg Upavarta. O do,
nam gitra hai goc cay, Ngai lan luot trai qua cac trang thai
thién dinh va nhu ngon dén can dau, Ngai da thuc su vao
canh gidi thanh tinh Niét Ban t6i hau. Dan Malla tai
Kusinagara chu tri 1€ tra ty u6p nhuc than Ngai. Sau khi
[hoa tan (?,)] dan ching cac vung phu can cung chia nhau xa
loi ciia Ngai, tén tri trong cac thap chua, dén ky niém khap
thé gii dé ba tanh danh 8.

Etienne Paul Marie Lamotte (1903—-1983) was a Belgian
priest and Professor of Greek at the Catholic University of
Louvain, but was better known as an Indologist and the
greatest authority on Buddhism in the West in his time. He
studied under his pioneering compatriot Louis de La Valléee-
Poussin and was one of the few scholars familiar with all the
main Buddhist languages: Pali, Sanskrit, Chinese and
Tibetan. In 1953, he was awarded the Francqui Prize in
Human Science.

Trong Ptrc Phat, Giao Phap va Tang Gia, Tri Nguy¢t luoc
dich, Linh Muc Cong Giao Etienne Paul Marie Lamotte, hoc
gia noi tiéng vé Phat Gido cua TAy Phuong viét: “Trén day la
vai nét phac hoa vé cudc doi Pac Phat, chir khong dé cap toi
cuoc doi huyén thoai ciia Phat nhu hau hét moi nguoi da biét.
Huyén thoai 14 su rap khuon vé lich st ctia cac Phat qua khar
cling nhu Phat tuong lai véi vai sy khac nhau nho. Theo
truyén thong, nhiing su phi thuong, ky diéu danh dau nhiing
su kién cua doi Ngai tir khi nhap thai dén lc tra ty d qua di
nhanh chéng trong im ling dé roi tao ra mot lich st ¢ nhiéu
vong hao quang hop 1y hon. Muén dat dén su that lich sir ma
bo di nhirg yéu t6 phi thuong, ky diéu 1a khong hop 1.
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